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Dear Friends and Family of The Danish Home of Chicago: 

“Pay it forward.” This universal goodwill movement was conceptualized to make the 
world a better place. The idea is, that rather than paying someone back for a favor, 
the recipient of a goodwill gesture in turn bestows kindess to others…paying the favor 
forward.  Through acts of kindness, generosity, compassion, support and giving, good 
deeds beget other good deeds resulting in the world being a better place.

Paying it forward has been a tradition at The Danish Home since our very inception. 
The 12 founding women of The Danish Home were dedicated from the start, to pay 
their own good fortune in life forward to benefit the lives of seniors by providing the 
very best care possible.  

Through our history, we’ve continued to benefit from the generosity of others. Family 
members and friends of The Danish Home have generously shared their good fortune, 
making is financially feasible to continue to care for seniors, even after they’ve 
exhausted their financial resources. 

Furthermore, our generous volunteers have paid their gifts and talents forward, to 
enrich the lives of our residents. There are countless examples of how paying it forward 
has benefitted the residents of The Danish Home.

At this juncture in our history, we want to make sure that you understand just how 
important your support is to The Danish Home. Our success is built on the foundation 
of your generosity. Our ability to pay it forward, is the result of your kindness.

Scott L. Swanson
President/CEO              
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                Giving

Through the generous support of 
benefactors, including The Danish 
Home Foundation, Chicago area 
residents were able to experience the 
first visit of a Viking ship since the 
Columbian Exposition.
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The Danish Home Foundation 
Helps to Sponsor 
Viking Ship Voyage
It was a once in a lifetime adventure. The Danish Home 
Foundation helped to sponsor the Draken Harald Harfagre 
when it visited Chicago last summer. Touted as the greatest 
Viking ship of modern times, the Draken, on its Expedition 
America 2016, arrived in Chicago in time for the city’s Tall 
Ships Challenge. Staff and residents of The Danish Home 
were able to experience the adventure of the Draken through 
several different events. 

The Draken Harald Harfagre was built in Haugesund in 
Western Norway, with construction beginning in 2010. In 
April of 2016, the ship left Norway to travel across the North 
Atlantic Ocean, to recreate the Viking discovery of the New 
World, more than 1000 years ago. 

Scott Swanson, president/CEO of The Danish Home said that 
when he learned of the Draken’s impending trip to Chicago, 
he determined that it would be fitting for The Danish Home 
Foundation to help sponsor the event. “This ship holds great 
cultural and historical significance for us. We were excited 
to be able to be part of it,” he said. “The last Viking ship to 
come to Chicago was during the Columbian Exposition.”

Linda Steffensen who is on the Danish Association board of 
directors, and very involved in the Scandinavian community, 
agreed with Scott. “Something like this doesn’t happen 
very often. A Viking ship coming over is a once in a lifetime 
experience,” she said. 

Scott and Linda attended the Chicago Nordic Community 
Welcome Reception for Draken Harald Harfagre on the night 
of the Draken’s arrival. “We were able to visit with the crew 
and tour the boat. It was a lot of fun,” said Linda.

Later that week, a group of residents from The Danish Home 
visited the ship at Navy Pier. “It was a wonderful experience. 
Just marvelous,” said Danish Home resident Shirley Spear. 
“Being of Scandinavian heritage, I was particularly happy to 
go. As you become older, you become more interested in 
your heritage.”
           



Compassion is the driving 
force behind The Danish Home 
Foundation, which works to 
ensure the continuation of 
caring for our seniors.  The Danish Association

Selective Financial Statement
SEPTEMBER 30, 2016

STATEMENT OF FINANCIAL POSITION:
Current assets                                                     $858.892     
Investments - Foundation                                  7,253,326
Current liabilities                                                   312,988     
Reserve for Life Care costs                                 1,315,833

STATEMENT OF ACTIVITIES:
Operating revenue from residents services     $2,667,035
Operating expenses                                           3,228,820
Operating - net loss                                            <561,785>
Revenues from Foundation activities (net)            565,888 
Excess of Revenue over expenses                          $4,103

CENSUS:
Independent living                                                   15
Catered living                                                           14
Healthcare                                                                10
                                                TOTAL                      39
             

*Note: Our operating fund’s net loss is a measure of The 
Danish Home’s historic charitable mission, and is covered 
by our Foundation’s investment earnings, contributions 
and bequests.

Compassion

The Danish Home Foundation 
The Danish Home Foundation, which is the fundraising arm of The Danish Home, was 
launched in 2011 in order to help preserve our 125-year old legacy of providing care 
for seniors. The Foundation carries out our founders’ foresight, and works to ensure 
that their tradition of caring for the seniors in our community continues.

The Danish Home Foundation communicates our mission, and coordinates 
fundraising as well as identifies and solicits gifts, bequests and opportunities for 
estate planning. The Foundation’s role is crucial to the community as it moves 
forward. Funds raised through the work of The Danish Home Foundation will be used 
to provide charitable care for those eligible residents who have exhausted their own 
financial resources and for capital improvements at The Danish Home. 

Annual contributions help The 
Danish Home to sustain its 
125-year old mission of 
providing care for seniors, and 
ensures that we are positioned 
to remain strong for the future. 
More than ever, broad-based 
support is vital to the successful 
operation of all Foundation 
programs and activities.

ANNUAL GIVING 
AND PLEDGES
We ask that these be fulfilled by 
the close of our fiscal year on 
September 20th. Pledges may 
be made over several years.

ANNUAL CHRISTMAS APPEAL
This supports charitable care of 
our residents.

MATCHING GIFTS
This permits doubling or even 
tripling the dollar value of your 
annual gift. Please check to see if 
you or your spouse are affiliated 
with a matching gift company 
or organization.

SECURITIES
Gifts of appreciated securities 
are always welcome and may 
offer significant tax advantages 
to the donor.

PLANNED GIFTS
We welcome the opportunity to 
review different planned giving 
alternatives with you. Donations 
can be made via our website at 
DanishHomeOfChicago.org
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Our Community Impact
The Danish Home has a long-time commitment to the 
Norwood Park Community of Chicago which has been 
our treasured home for 125 years. We demonstrate 
our dedication to having a positive impact to our 
community in ways that include the following: 

CHARITABLE CARE 
In Fiscal Year 2016, The Danish Home and The Danish 
Home Foundation paid in excess of $425,000 in 
charitable care for residents who have outlived their 
financial resources. 

In 2016, The Danish Home paid a Long Term Care 
Provider Assessment Tax of over $35,400 to the State 
of Illinois. These funds are used to support the Illinois 
Medicaid Program, which provides healthcare coverage 
to low-income families lacking health insurance, children 
who are wards of the State, low-income senior citizens, 
individuals with disabilities and elderly individuals 
receiving care in skilled nursing facilities. 

COMMUNITY CARE AND BEAUTIFICATION 
The Danish Home’s elegant campus has graced our 
community for generations and strives to be a good 
neighbor to the community it serves. The grounds and 
facilities are meticulously maintained so that neighbors 
and visitors can enjoy our beautifully landscaped, park-
like atmosphere. In addition, The Danish Home hosts 
two events each year that are open to community 
members: Summerfest and Fall Fest. 

VOLUNTEER DESTINATION 
Many groups and individuals are drawn to The Danish 
Home to work among our warm and welcoming 
residents. Volunteer opportunities include various 
activities, coordinating Summerfest and Fall Fest, 
serving on the Auxiliary and Board of Directors and 
more. The Danish Home facilitates almost 3,600 
volunteer hours/year. 

We are proud of our community and welcome 
Scandinavian and other not-for-profit organizations to 
have meetings and gatherings in our home. 

           

Kindness

The Danish Home Foundation’s
Annual Benefit
Our Annual Benefit Brunch was held at 
the fabulous Drury Lane Oakbrook. The 
event which drew more than 100 friends of 
The Danish Home, concluded with the fun 
performance of Smokey Joe’s Cafe.

More than $25,000 was raised from the 
event.  “We are once again reminded of the 
generosity of our benefactors, and the tireless 
effort of our volunteers. The health of our 
organization and our community is greatly 
dependent on the kindness and loyalty of 
our wonderful friends,” said Scott Swanson, 
president and CEO of The Danish Home of 
Chicago.

2016 ESSENCE AWARD
The Danish Home Foundation was pleased to 
honor three distinguished organizations with its 
2016 Essence Award.  First introduced in 2012, 
this prestigious honor is bestowed annually 
on an individual or group of people integral 
to preserving the legacy of the Scandinavian 
community...the essence of The Danish Home, 
through their commitment, compassion, 

caring and giving. The Danish Home has a 
long tradition of being blessed by people and 
organizations that are deeply and generously 
committed to donating their time, talents, 
financial gifts and advocacy.

The 2016 Essence Award was presented 
to Danish Sisterhood Dagmar Lodge #4 of 
Chicago, Dania Society and Danish American 
Athletic Club (DAAC).

“The missions of the three organizations 
receiving this year’s award, are directed at 
preserving Danish heritage and culture and are 
thus, closely aligned with those of The Danish 
Home and the criteria for winning the Essence 
Award. As importantly, they are all involved 
extensively as volunteers for The Danish 
Home. They are our volunteers, our supporters 
and our generous benefactors,” said Scott. 
“The three organizations exemplify all of the 
important attributes of the Essence Award. 
We are extremely blessed by our relationship 
with Dagmar Sisterhood Lodge No. 4, Dania 
Society and Danish American Athletic Club.”
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HONORS
Birger Back Remarriage
Robert Nielsen’s 90th Birthday
Irma & Peter Orum’s 50th Anniversary

MEMORIALS
Georgene Andersen
Mildred Andersen
Genevieve L Bagger’s Birthday
Anthon Bang
Vicki Birdsell
Louise Blumenthal
Stella Booher
Margaret Dobbs
Edith “Ditte” Eriksen
Knud Eriksen
Ellen Fox
Edith & Palle Friis
Barbara Gjorup
Esther Hansen
Dorothy Hauerrberg
Erik Haxager
Richard Hellyers Birthday
Sally Hoppe
Al Iversen
Patricia Jacobsen
Alvin Jensen
Bodil Jensen
Carl & Sefrida Jensen
Jenny Jensen
Pauline Jensen
Erma Johnson
Edith Jorgensen
Peder Kirkegaard
Rev. Thomas Knutson
Kittie LaPointe – Peterson
Dr. Erik Larsen
Dorothy Michaels
Ester Nielsen
Glenn Nielsen
Emil Osuch
Woodrow Petersen
Elaine Pichler
Avis Rasmussen
Hedwig “Hedy” Richards
Howard Sivertsen
Metha Spear
Poul & Elie Steffensen
Doris Stropl
Toni Torske
Marjorie Tracy
Shirley (Miller) Turner
Pastor Kenneth Stangeland
Doris & John Wegener

ANNUAL BENEFIT
SPONSORSHIP

ROOM SPONSOR $6,000
Mr. & Mrs. Paul Roge

TONY AWARD 
SPONSOR $4,000
Chuhak & Tecson, P. C.
Mr. & Mrs. Peter Orum

RESIDENT SPONSOR $ 2,000
Mr. & Mrs. Gene Beube

CHILDREN SPONSOR $1,000
CliftonLarsonAllen, LLC
Clune & Associates

GAME SPONSOR $1,000
Ivy Marketing Group, Inc.
Mr. & Mrs. Erik Jensen

FLORAL SPONSOR $500
Dagmar Sisterhood Lodge #4
Dania Society

ANNUAL BENEFIT DONATIONS
Mr. & Mrs. Paul Berg
Mr. & Mrs. Gene Beube
Mr. & Mrs. Leo Bruynseels
Chuhak & Tecson, P.C.
CliftonLarsonAllen, LLP
Clune & Associates 
Dagmar Sisterhood Lodge #4
Dania Society 
Mr. & Mrs. Kim Eriksen
Mr. & Mrs. Stan Heidemann
Herta Iversen
Ivy Marketing Group
Mr. & Mrs. Erik Jensen
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Nielsen
Lori Spear – Montana
Mr. & Mrs. Peter Orum
Mr. & Mrs. Warren Rasmussen
Mr. & Mrs. Paul Roge
Mr. & Mrs. Scott Swanson

LEVEL OF GIVING

OVER $100,000
Jep J. Dau – D

$10,000 TO $99,999
Rev. Warren F. Best Trust – D
Mr. & Mrs. Paul Roge – DMS

$5,000 TO $9,999
Peter Hansen Trust – D
Joan Hoexter - D
Peter Nielsen – D
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Nielsen - D
Mr. & Mrs. Peter Orum - DMS
Women’s Auxiliary of The Danish Home of 
Chicago – D

$1,000 TO $4,999 
Mr. & Mrs. Gene Beube – DS
Mr. & Mrs. Leo Bruynseels – DM
Chuhak & Tecson, P.C. – S
CliftonLarsenAllen, LLP – S
Clune & Associates – S

Dagmar Sisterhood Lodge #4 – DS
Danish American Athletic Club – D
Danish National Committee of Chicago – D
Hedwig “Hedy” Richards Trust – D
Mr. & Mrs. Alan Iversen – M
Ivy Marketing Group, Inc. – S
Mr. & Mrs. Erik Jensen – DS
Mr. & Mrs. Ole Jensen – M
Mr. & Mrs. Erik Kramme – D
David Mickey – D
Margaret Mickey Family – D
Solvejg Nielsen – D
Mr. & Mrs. Folmer Nyby – D
Karen Pedersen – D
Kate Porter – D
Mr. & Mrs. Warren Rasmussen – D
Six Flags Great America – D
Lori Spear – Montana – D
Lois Stangeland – M
Eivind Torske – M
Lissi Vange – DM
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Vashinko – DM

$500 TO $999
Mr. & Mrs. Jerry Andersen – DM
Dr. Peter Andersen – DM
Bang & Olufsen – D
James Bramsen – D
Dania Society – DS
Danish American Language Foundation – D
Danish Brotherhood Lodge #35 – D
Mr. & Mrs. Raymond Felber – D
Karen Frink – DM
Edith Hellyer – DM
Herta Iversen – DM
Torben Jensen – M
Anne Mickey – D
Eric Nielsen – D
Mr. & Mrs. Gerry Olson – D
Niels Pedersen – D
Suzanne Richards – D
Mr. & Mrs. Philip Rider – D
Cheryl Roge – D
Shirley Spear – D
Mr. & Mrs. Carl Steffensen – DM
Ellen Stolfa-Rowe – DM
Al Waclaw & Karen Sorensen Waclaw – D

$200 TO $499
AdvaCare – D

Assurance Agency, LTD – D
Tom Bach – DM
Mr. & Mrs. Per Bogehegn – DM
Gary Check – D
Paul Christensen – D
Willy Christensen – DM
Dania Ladies Society – DM
Mary Dina – D
Emcor Services Team – D
Mr. & Mrs. Kim Eriksen – D
RuthAnn Fay – D
Susan Flynn – M
Christine Haxager – Gaynes & 
Randy Gaynes - DM
Mr. & Mrs. Chris Glintborg – D
Mr. & Mrs. James Gould – M
Mr. & Mrs. Martin Gregory – M
Milton Gustafson – D
Charles Hansen – D
Mr. & Mrs. Stan Heidemann – D
Margareta Hovland – M
Mr. & Mrs. Erving Jensen – D
Eric Jensen – D
Mr. & Mrs. Ralph Johnson – D
Mr. & Mrs. Paul Kjeldbjerg – DM
Elaine Kraatz – DM
Mark Mogensen – D
Mr. & Mrs. Dennis Nefeldt – D
Kenneth Nielsen – D
Ellen Nielsen – D
Mr. & Mrs. Wayne Pichler – D
Ronald Piening – D
Poul’s Landspacing & Nursery – D
Mr. & Mrs. Stephen Rae – D
Mr. & Mrs. Lars Rasmussen – D
Mr. & Mrs. Jens Peter Roge – D
Jack Rosenberg – DM
Mr. & Mrs. Louis Sikora – D
Lynn Sivertsen – DM
Mr. & Mrs. Jimmy Sorensen – DM
Spiris – D
Benti Vinci – D
Mr. & Mrs. Donald Wegener – M
Eva Wilde – D
Sonja Winther – D

$100 TO $199
Mr. & Mrs. Paul Berg – DM
Bjornson Ladies Auxiliary – D
Mr. & Mrs. Jens Bogehegn – D
Inger-Lise Boserup – M
Rita Boserup – M
Joseph Bottalla – M
Dr. Robert Brogadir – D
Mr. & Mrs. Knud Christensen – D
Mr. & Mrs. Jim Christensen – M
Mr. & Mrs. Carl Christiansen – D
Mr. Gail Crump & Janice LaPointe-
Crump – DM
Marianne Conlin – D
Consulate General of Denmark – D
Mr. & Mrs. James Crowle – D
Danish Royal Guards – D
Sonja Dosse – M
Mr. & Mrs. Drew Frostholm – D
Mr. & Mrs. Rex Hamilton – M
Mr. & Mrs. Kenneth Hankins – M
Kristie Hansen-Mendez – D
Mr. & Mrs. David Hanson – D
Randy Hardy – D
Melissa Harris – M
Mr. & Mrs. Douglas Harrison – D

Fred Heilizer – D
Hilltopper Refuse & Recycling – M
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Holfels – D
Howard Simon & Associates – D
Mr. & Mrs. Peder Hoy – H
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Hughes – M
Mr. & Mrs. Paul Jepsen – D
Mr. & Mrs. Richard Klamm – M
Mr. & Mrs. Niels Erik Knudsen – D
Julia Krueger – D
Mr. & Mrs. David Larsen – D
Bodil Malmgren – D
Joan Mason – D
Edoardo “Eldo” Miceli – D
Sharon Miller – M
Anne Nathan – M
Mr. & Mrs. Leif Nielsen – D
Krista Nielsen – DM
Mary Palmert – DM
Mr. & Mrs. Vaughn Pedersen – D
Ole Pedersen – D
Mr. & Mrs. Donald Petersen – D
Mr. & Mrs. John Petri – M
Rebild National Park, Chicago 
Chapter – D
Mary Roberts – D
Scott Roge – M
Katrine Rundo – H
Mr. & Mrs. Gregory Schertler – M
Leanne Sorensen – M
Barbara Stasell – D
The Steffensen Family – DM
Mr. & Mrs. Emil Ulstrup – M
Villano Interiors Inc. – D
Peter Wind – D
Dr. Jeffrey Witmus, DDS – D
Linda Yon – H
Jennifer Zajac – D

$99 AND BELOW
Mr. & Mrs. Finn Aagaard – D
Cindy Abe-Gheida – D
Lis Allen – D
Mr. & Mrs. Arne Andersen – D
Mr. & Mrs. Jacques Andersen – D
Ann Andersen – D
John Andersen – D
Mr. & Mrs. Neil Andersen – M
Mr. & Mrs. Jeffrey Anderson – D
Anonymous - M
Anonymous – M
Mr. & Mrs. Donald Armstrong – D
Carla Aukett – M
Mr. & Mrs. Frank Avila – M
Mr. & Mrs. Holger Baelum – M
Edward Bagger, Jr. – M
Brandon Bahlawan – M
Ronald Bang – D 
Bruce Bang – M
Marion Beck – D
Virginia Bergstrom – D
Mary Biardo – M
Liz Birch – M
Judith Biskup – D
BMS Marketing, Inc. – D
Ingeborg Bo-Hansen – D
Dale Brown – D
Joanne Camardo – D
Denise Cardosi – M
Judy Carell – M
Lois Carlson – M
Caroline Christensen – D

Scott Christensen – D
John Clausen – M
Rita Coyne – M
Richard Craig – D
Jill Crooker – D
D & M Recycling – M
Danish Old Settlers Society – D
Danish Pioneer – D
Mr. & Mrs. Michael DaSanBiagio 
– M
Mr. & Mrs. John Delort – D
Marla Dembitz – D
Inger-Lise Diessel – D
Birgitte Doucet – D
Anne-Marie Douglas – D
Mr. & Mrs. Walter Egebergh - D
Mr. & Mrs. Nils Ekstrom – D
Lori Engle – M
Evelyn Eriksen – M
Danuta Eriksen – M
Phyllis Feldy – D
Geraldine Fichtner – D
Shannon Finn – M
Mike Floutsakos – D
Myra Fox – D
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Franden – D
Kirsten Freund – DM
Mr. & Mrs. Glenn Frostholm – D
Barbara Gaona – DM
Kathy Garcea – M
Luanne Gegeanis – D
Dr. Deborah Geismar & Leonard 
Koroski – D
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Genzlinger – M
Nancy Giuliano – D
Joyce Gowlovech – M
Mr. & Mrs. Gregory Grudzien – M
Mr. & Mrs. Roger Hamilton – M
Donald Hammond – D
Nancy Hanch – D
Nena Hankin – D
Bonnie Hansen – H
Mr. & Mrs. Conrad Hansen – H
Lydia Hansen – D
Paul Hauerrberg – M
Mr. & Mrs. Brian Haynes – D
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Heffernan – M
Amy Henning – D
Harry Henriksen – D
Mary Hester-Tone & The Windy 
Ridge Knitting Club – M
Elizabeth Hollander – M
Frank Hollesen – D
Ronald Hoppe – M
Mr. & Mrs. Harvey Hoyer – D
Sandi Iverson – M
Lea Ivy – M
Mr. & Mrs. Joel Jaffe – M
Carl Jensen – D
Karyn Jensen – M
Mr. & Mrs. John Jensen – D
Kathrine Jensen – D
Mr. & Mrs. Richard Jensen – D
Lynda Jeppesen – D
Mr. & Mrs. Donald Johnson – D
Nancy Johnson – D
Arline Kingwill – D
Mr. & Mrs. Dan Kjeldbjerg – D
Mr. & Mrs. Chuck Klohls – M
Rev. Karen Knutson – M
Mr. & Mrs. Norman Kraus – D
Inge Krogh – D

Linda Krol – M
Elaine Krueger – D
Barbara Kuhr – M
Harriet Kummerow – D
Joni Kurtenbach – M
Mr. & Mrs. David Kyrk – D
David Langseth – D
Carol Larson – D
Jorgen Laursen – D
John Lee – D
Carol Lewczak – D
Donald Lindenbrook – D
Anne Loomis – M
Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Losser – D
Harriet Losser – D
Deborah McGoldrick – M
Janice McKay – D
Else Meyers – M
Kenneth Michaels – M
Gail Miller – D
Karen Miner – M
John Molgaard – D
Pennie Morris – M
Peter Mose – D
Mr. & Mrs. George Nielsen – D
Mr. & Mrs. Jens Nielsen – D
John Nielsen – D
Mr. & Mrs. Pete Nielsen – D
Darlene Norgaard-Stamos – D
Luanne Olson – D
Olson Burke/Sullivan Funeral Home 
– D
Vivian O’Neill – D
Paul Pedersen – D
Charlotte Pengilly – D
Betty Petersen – M
Mette Petersen – D
Mary Petri – M
Virginia Polcyn – D
Mr. & Mrs. Gordon Rasmussen – D
Robert Rasmussen – D
Bill Ravnaas – D
Mr. & Mrs. Jeremiah Riordan, Jr. 
– D
Sue Roberts – M
Richard Ronvik – D
Dennis Rowe – M
Mr. & Mrs. George Sanchez – D
Judith Sarno – D
Dale Schmidt – D
Laura Scholfield – M
Mary Schopp-Stoner – D
Susan Schuh – D
Karen Simon – M
Mr. & Mrs. Ole Sindberg – D
Barbara Sivertsen – D
Mr. & Mrs. Erling Sjorslev – M
Pearl Skronski – M
Mr. & Mrs. Johannes Smits – D
Mr. & Mrs. Helge Stapel – M
Carol Sternberg – M
Mr. & Mrs. Edward Thompson – M
Jacqueline Tilles – D
Dawn Urso – M
Christian Vistisen – M
James Warda – M
Becca Weisheit – M
Margit Wevang – D
Mr. & Mrs. Arthur Weyde – M
Sally Witz – D
Suzanne Wodka – D
Inge Yde - M

Our Generous Donors

             Generosity
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5656 N. Newcastle Ave.
Chicago, IL 60631
 773-775-7383

WWW.DANISHHOMEOFCHICAGO.ORG


