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Dear Friends of The Danish Home of Chicago:

I hope that you are intrigued by the design of this annual report, which 
features a jigsaw puzzle theme. Have you wondered about the meaning? 
A jigsaw puzzle requires assembly of individual pieces, which interlock in 
order to form a larger structure. 

The Danish Home is one piece…a large and significant piece, but just one 
piece all the same, in the big jigsaw puzzle of the Scandinavian-American 
community. We are deeply committed to upholding and preserving the proud 
legacy of Danish and Scandinavian heritage and all that it represents. In order 
to do this most effectively, we have embarked on creating partnerships with 
other Scandinavian organizations. You’ll learn in this annual report how The 
Danish Home and our partners have become interlocking, and thus stronger 
pieces in the greater whole of the Scandinavian-American community. 

Deepak Chopra said, “There are no extra pieces in the universe. Everyone is 
here because he or she has a place to fill, and every piece must fit itself into 
the big jigsaw puzzle.” 

Read more and learn how we have taken this statement to heart!

As always, we thank you for your interest, friendship and support of 
The Danish Home. 

Scott L. Swanson, 
President/CEO
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A strong collaboration is greater than the sum of its parts. 
This is the concept behind The Danish Home Foundation’s foray 
into partnerships. We are joining forces with other fine Danish 
organizations that are also working tirelessly towards our mutual 
goal of increasing membership and improving resources. By 
working together, we are better able to reach the 1.5 million 
Americans of Danish descent, while striving to help preserve 
our Danish heritage and culture. 

The Danish Home Foundation introduced The Hope Chest in 
2013. This fascinating blog tells about the Danes in America 
and the contributions that they have been making since the late 
1800’s when The Danish Home of Chicago first opened its doors. 
The Hope Chest helps to build awareness of the services that The 
Danish Home offers to elder Scandinavians through our vibrant 
senior community. It also honors, and we hope helps to sustain 
the beloved traditions and culture that we cherish.

We’ve now entered the next phase of The Hope Chest by expanding 
into partnerships with Danish organizations and into the 
Danish-American community. This collaboration will include a 
monthly e-newsletter featuring a partner organization, a current 
blog post, an event and links to all partner organizations.  This 
tool helps our partners to promote their missions and provides 
enhanced visibility to potential new members.

When we band together, we become stronger in every way. 
The Hope Chest provides the opportunity to accomplish this 
and we sincerely hope you will join us. 
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Introduced in 2011, The Danish Home Foundation, which is the 
fundraising arm of The Danish Home, was launched to help 
preserve the 123-year old legacy of providing care for seniors. 
The Foundation offers the means for us to carry on our founders’ 
foresight and work to ensure that their tradition of caring for the 
seniors in our community continues.

The Danish Home Foundation communicates our mission and 
coordinates fundraising, while also identifying and soliciting gifts, 
bequests and opportunities for estate planning. The Foundation’s 
role is crucial to the community as it moves forward. Funds raised 
through the work of The Danish Home Foundation are used to 
provide charitable care for those residents who have exhausted 
their own financial resources, and for capital improvements at 
The Danish Home.

FINANCIAL SUPPORT
We depend on the generosity of our donors to help sustain The 
Danish Home and our 123-year old mission of providing care for 
seniors. This helps us to ensure that we are positioned to remain 
strong for the future. Your support is vital to the successful 
operation of all Foundation programs and activities.

Please consider the following ways in which you can help support 
The Danish Home Foundation.

Annual Giving and pledges – We ask that these be 
fulfilled by the close of our fiscal year on September 30th. Pledges 
may be paid over several years.

Matching Gifts – This permits doubling or even tripling the dollar 
value of your annual gift. We encourage you to see if you or your 
spouse are affiliated with a matching gift company or organization.

Securities – Gifts of appreciated securities are always welcome and 
may offer significant tax advantages to the donor.

Planned Gifts – We welcome the opportunity to review different 
planned giving alternatives with you.

Annual Christmas Appeal – This supports charitable care of our 
residents.

Donations can be made via our website at DanishHomeOfChicago.org
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Current assets     
Investments – Foundation
Current liabilities
Reserve for Life Care costs                

Statement of Activities:

 Operating revenue from residents services 
 Operating costs     
 Operating – net loss     
 Revenue from Foundation activities (net)                  
 Deficiency of revenue over expenses                      

Census:

 Independent       
 Catered Living      
 Healthcare      

 Total       
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$          274,555
9,362,794

          390,214
1,933,591

$       2,335,638
3,088,689
<753,051>

490,619
$      <262,432>

25
5

10

40

Note: Our operating fund’s net loss is a measure of The Danish Home’s historic charitable 
mission, and is covered by our Foundation’s investment earnings, contributions and bequests.
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Our Annual Benefit Brunch was held at the beautiful Arlington Park Racetrack. The event 
which drew more than 130 friends of The Danish Home, included a fabulous brunch, 
exciting horse races and more.

More than $25,000 was raised from the event. The Danish Home is yet again reminded that 
the health of the organization and our community is largely due to our generous benefactors 
and the tireless effort of our volunteers. 

�����(VVHQFH�$ZDUG
The Essence Award, which was first introduced in 2012, is bestowed annually on a person or 
group of people integral to preserving the legacy of the Danish community…the essence of 
The Danish Home, through their commitment, compassion, caring and giving. The Danish Home 
has a long tradition of being blessed by people and organizations that are deeply and 
generously committed to donating their time, talents, financial gifts and advocacy.

The 2014 Essence Award was presented to the Steffensen family, which has been instrumental 
in the success of The Danish Pioneer Newspaper. Launched in 1872, The Danish Pioneer is 
the oldest Danish community newspaper in North America. Chris Steffensen served as 
editor; his wife Elsa is the publisher.  Their daughter Linda Steffensen is Editor-in-chief and 
her sister Elizabeth is the Webmaster.

“The Steffensen family has kept an important piece of history alive for many years. The Danish 
Pioneer Newspaper has a long tradition of keeping Danish immigrants informed of what’s 
happening within the Danish community for 140 years,” said The Danish Home Foundation 
President/CEO Scott Swanson. “The Danish Pioneer Newspaper has helped to ensure continuity 
in the very important connections between individuals of Danish descent for many decades.”

The Steffensens have other important roles elsewhere throughout the Danish community. In 
addition to serving on the board of directors of The Danish Home of Chicago, Linda is on 
the national board of the Museum of Danish America, Scandinavian Park, The Midwest Danish 
American Chamber of Commerce, and The Rebild National Park Society. She is secretary 
of Dania Ladies Society, an auxiliary member of DAAC, Danish Brotherhood Lodge #35, 
Danish Sisterhood Dagmar Lodge #4 and Women’s Auxiliary of The Danish Home. Linda 
has also received the high honor of being named “Mayor for a 
Day” in Aalborg Denmark.

“We are very fortunate to have 
the friendship and support of the 
Steffensen family,” said Swanson.
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We are committed to the Norwood Park Community in Chicago, 
which has been our home for more than 123 years. Our dedication 
to having a positive impact is reflected in ways that include the 
following:

Charitable Care
In Fiscal Year 2014, The Danish Home and The Danish Home 
Foundation paid in excess of $640,000 in charitable care for 
residents who have outlived their financial resources.

In 2014, The Danish Home paid a Long Term Care Provider 
Assessment Fee of over $20,100 to the State of Illinois. These funds  
are used to support the Illinois Medicaid Program, which provides 
healthcare coverage to low-income families lacking health 
insurance, children who are wards of the State, low-income senior 
citizens, individuals with disabilities and elderly individuals 
receiving care in skilled nursing facilities. 

Community Care and Beautification
The Danish Home’s elegant campus has graced our community for 
generations and strives to be a good neighbor to the community it 
serves. The grounds and facilities are meticulously maintained so 
that neighbors and visitors can enjoy our beautifully landscaped, 
park-like atmosphere. In addition, The Danish Home hosts two 
events a year that are open to community members, Summerfest and 
Fall Fest.

The parking area in front of our building is owned by the City 
of Chicago but maintained by The Danish Home. We care for it: 
striping, paving, patching and plowing it. Last year we spent more 
than $41,600 on its maintenance.

Volunteer Destination
Many groups and individuals are drawn to The Danish Home to 
work among our warm and welcoming residents. Volunteer 
opportunities include working in our salon, coordinating Summerfest 
and Fall Fest, serving on the women’s auxiliary and board of 
directors and more. The Danish Home facilitates almost 4000 
volunteer hours/year.

We are proud of our community and welcome Scandinavian and 
other not-for-profit organizations to have meetings and gatherings 
in our home.
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Honors
Nora Bogehegn’s Birthday
Edna Iversen’s Birthday
Carol Lewczak
Arleen & Robert Nielsen’s 60th Anniversary
Paul Roge
Evelyn Stolfa

Memorials
Ulla Olling Back
Genevieve Bagger
Anthon Bang
Paul Berg
Pastor Warren Best
Stella Booher
Marvin Gordon
Kier & Sigrid Hansen
Erik Haxager
Richard Hellyer
Karen Herold – Olsen
Jenny Jensen
Pauline Jensen
Edith Jorgensen
Herdis Jorgensen
Alice Kidd
Karen Kramme
Michael LaPointe
Edna McLain
Maren Mogensen
Kirstine Nielsen
Ester Nielsen
Nancy Nyholm
Elsa Pedersen Muehlstein
Kittie Peterson
Shirley Pickett
Giovanna Polizzi
Avis Rasmussen
Kenneth Schueter
Thomas Sloan
Darlene Sorensen
Metha Spear
Poul & Elie Steffensen
Antonette Torske
Margaret VanDenAkker

Donations

Over $100,000
Jep J. Dau Trust - d

$10,000 to 99,999
James Bramsen - dm
Mr. & Mrs. Peter Orum - d
Mr. & Mrs. Paul Roge - dm

$5,000 to $9,999
Estate of Leslie Kichin - d
Estate of Preston Christensen - d
Mr. & Mrs. Peter K. Nielsen - d
Mr. & Mrs. Folmer Nyby - d
Peter Hansen Trust - d
Women’s Auxiliary of The Danish Home - d 
     

$1,000 to $4,999
Mr. & Mrs. Jeff Anderson - d
Mr. & Mrs. Gene Beube - d
Mr. & Mrs. Leo Bruynseels - dm
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Camardo - d
Chuhak & Tecson, P.C. - d
Clifton Larson Allen, LLP - d
Dania Society of Chicago - d
Danish National Committee - d
Harris McKinney, Inc - d
Mr. & Mrs. James Hoexter - d
Joan Hoexter - d
Loretta Hoffelder - d
Ivy Marketing - d
Dawn Jensen - d
Mr. & Mrs. Erik Jensen - dm
Arne Jorgensen - dm
Mr. & Mrs. Erik Kramme - d
Jennifer Kramme - m
Lisa Kramme - m
Scott Kramme - m
Mr. & Mrs. Ed Madsen - m
Howard Nielsen - d
Janice Nielsen - d
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Nielsen - d
Omnicare - d
Paratech - d
Mr. & Mrs. Donald Petersen - d
Frank Polizzi Family - m
Mr. & Mrs. Dave Porter - d
Mr. & Mrs. Warren Rasmussen - dm
Suzanne Richards - d
Paul Steffensen - m
Carl Steffensen - m
Eivind Torske - m
Lissi Vange - dm

$500 to $999
Bang & Olufsen - d
Dagmar Lodge #4 - dm
Danish American Athletic Club of 1922 - d
DBIA Lodge # 35 Woodmen of the World and/or
      Assured Life Association - d
Estate of Darline Sorensen - d
Karen Frink - dm
Edith Hellyer - dm
Mr. & Mrs. Erving Jensen - m
Mr. & Mrs. John Jensen - m
Mr. & Mrs. Ole Jensen - d
Mr. & Mrs. Paul Kjeldbjerg - dm
David Mickey - d
Eric Nielsen - d
Susan Olson - d
Amy Olson - d
Anthony Polizzi Family - m
Mr. & Mrs. Phil & Jane Rider - d
Rev. & Mrs. Kenneth Stangeland - d
Mr. & Mrs. Bruce Wojack Family - dm

$200 to $499
Mr. & Mrs. Jerry Andersen - dm
Anonymous - d
Anonymous - d

Assurance Agency, Ltd - d
Tom Bach - dm
Mr. & Mrs Erik Baelum - dm
Mr. & Mrs. William Burst - m
Mr. & Mrs. Howard Christensen - d
Willy Christensen - d
Mr. & Mrs. Chris Glintborg - d
Clune & Associates - d
Conference Solutions - d
Cynthia Chow & Assoc - d
Dania Ladies Society - d
Emcor Service Team Mechanical - d
Mr. & Mrs. Raymond Felber - d
Randy & Christine Gaynes & Haxager - m
Charles Hansen - d
Mr. & Mrs. Stanley Heidemann - d
Mr. & Mrs. Al Iversen - dm
Jean  Jackson - d
Kristian Jorgensen - d
Elaine Kraatz - m
Arthur Larsen - d
Margaret  Mickey - d
Mr. & Mrs. Dennis Nefeldt - d
Mary Palmert - d
Niels Pedersen - d
Giovanna Polizzi - d
Kate Porter - d
Ragnar Benson Construction - d
Mr. & Mrs. Lars Rasmussen - d
Mr. & Mrs. Jens Peter Roge - d
Jack Rosenberg - d
Mr. & Mrs. Oscar Sales - d
Lynn Sivertsen - d
Mr. & Mrs.  Jimmy Sorensen - dm
Steffensen Family - dhm
Ellen Stolfa-Rowe - dm
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Vashinko - m
Mr. & Mrs. Louis  Wodka - d

$100 to $199
Dorothy Andersen - m
Ellen Andersen - d
Mr. & Mrs. Peter Andersen - d
Audio Video Advisor, LLC - d
Mr. & Mrs. Paul Berg - dm
Bjornson Ladies Auxiliary - dm
Mr. & Mrs. Per Bogehegn - d
James Christensen - d
Comprehensive Rehabilitation, LTD - d
Danish Consulate General - d
Danish Royal Guard - d
Mr. & Mrs. Michael DaSanBiagio - dm
John Eastwood - m
Walter Egebergh - d
Foundation for International Cooperation - d
Kirsten Freund - hm
Drew Frostholm - d
Mr. & Mrs. Glenn Frostholm - d
Mr. & Mrs. Mike Gerdes - m
Janice Glintborg - d
Mr. & Mrs.  James Gould - m
Pearl Gould - m
Grossman, Cohan & Diamond LLC - h
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Mr. & Mrs. Kenneth Hankins - d
Mr. & Mrs. August Heidemann - d
Mr. & Mrs. Richard Hemsey - m
Margareta Hovland - d
Howard Simon & Associates - d
Annelise Jensen - m
Kathrine Jensen  - d
Mr. & Mrs. Don Johnson - d
Mr. & Mrs. Palle Kanstrup - d
Joyce Kissinger - d
Mr. & Mrs. Nils Knudsen - d
Julia Krueger - d
Marion Larsen Beck - d
Mr. & Mrs. Verne Mason - d
Mr. & Mrs. Ken Mogensen - d
Dr. & Mrs. Neal Nielsen - d
Mr. & Mrs. Mark Nussle - d
Irma Orum - d
Lilly Pedersen - d
Paul Pedersen - d
Esther Peterson - m
Stutz Plumbing - d
Rebild National Park Society - d
Peggy Roberts - d
Sandra Rosen - d
Dr. & Mrs. J. Rundo - m
Ingrid Sheyn - m
Mr. & Mrs. Ole Sindberg - d
Mr. & Mrs. Roger Stavnem - d
Linda Steffensen - d
SW Airlines Flight Training - m
The Danish National Committee - m
Anna Thomsen Holliday - d
Thursday Club - d
Christian Vistisen - d
Donald Wegener - d
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Westerfeldt - m
Warren Wind - d
Suzanne Wodka  - dm
Linda Yon - d
Julie Zeller - h

$99 and Below
Kathleen Adams - m 
Mr. & Mrs. Neil Andersen - dm 
Mr. & Mrs. Carl Anderson - d 
Anonymous - m 
Mr. & Mrs. Donald Armstrong - d 
Mr. & Mrs. Edward Bagger - m 
Mr. & Mrs. Richard Baker - m 
Mr. & Mrs. Bruce Bang - m 
Inga Bang - m 
Mr. & Mrs. Ron Bang - d 
Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Barczyk - m 
Donald Barg - m 
Bertelsen Publishing Co - d 
Judith Biskup - d 
Marion Boettner - m 
Dr. Robert Brogadir - d 
Mr. & Mrs. Anthony Cacich - m 
Mr. & Mrs. Martin Cain - h 
Wendy Cantua - m 
Judy Carell - d 
Mr. & Mrs. Knud Christensen -d 
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Cowsert - m 
Mr. & Mrs. Gail Crump - d 

Danish Brotherhood Lodge #34 - d 
Danish Old Settlers Society - d 
Mr. & Mrs. Cary Davids - m 
Mary E. Davis - m 
Mr. & Mrs. Paul DeLassus -d 
LTC & Mrs. Anthony DiBenedetto - m 
Dave, Mary & Joan Dobson - m 
Anne-Marie Douglas -d 
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Dunn - m 
Mr. & Mrs. Kim Eriksen - d 
oseph Farwell - m 
Julie Farwell - Rundgren - m 
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Fedor - m 
Mr. & Mrs. Kenneth Fenske - d 
Cynthia Franden - d 
George Fricke - d 
Barbara Gaona - d 
Jerry Gerdes - m 
Sandra Gerdes - m 
Catherine Gill - m 
Joyce Gowlovech - d 
Jacki Gricus -m 
H & B True Value Hardware - d 
Carl Hansen - d 
Christine Haxager - m 
Mr. & Mrs. Tom Heffernan - m 
Marilyn Henkel - m 
Mr. & Mrs. Carl Jensen - d 
Erik Jensen - d 
Mr. & Mrs. Richard Jensen - m 
Charlene Johnson - d 
Gertrude Johnson - m 
Nancy Johnson - d 
Christine Jones - m 
Edward Jones - m 
Arline Kaiser - d 
Mr. & Mrs. Joyce Krause - d 
Mr. & Mrs. Ken Kunze - m 
Mr. & Mrs. Henry Lang - m 
Judith Lang - d 
Janice LaPointe-Crump - m 
Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Losser - d 
Cathy Luff - m 
Marzia Macina - m 
Laura Malczewski - m 
Bodil Malmgren -d 
Mr. & Mrs. Sean Malphurs - m 
Mr. & Mrs. Christopher McLane - m 
Aldo Miceli - m 
Pat Micucci -d 
Gail Miller - d 
Mr. & Mrs. Lawrence Miller - d 
Judith Nielsen -  d 
Krista Nielsen - m 
Mr. & Mrs. Leif Nielsen - d 
O&H Danish Bakery - d 
Olesen Family- d 
Olson Burke/Sullivan - d 
Mr. & Mrs. Emil Osuch - d 
Rose Parisi - m 
Mark Patzloff - d 
Mr. & Mrs. Mark Pedersen - m 
Norma Petersen - m 
Elaine Pichler - d 
Gina Reggio - m 
Birgitte Riegels Doucet - d 

Mr. & Mrs. Mario Rizzo  - m 
Sandra Robbins - m 
Scott Roge - d 
Sandy Sarillo - m 
Judith Seifert - d 
Mr. & Mrs. Marty Seyller - d 
Mr. & Mrs. Daniel Shaffer - m 
Karen Simon - m 
Mr. & Mrs. Borge Erling Sjorslev - m 
Mr. & Mrs. Mark Sorensen -d 
Darlene Stamos - d 
Barbara Stasell - d 
Kirsten Stockham - m 
Evelyn Stolfa - m 
Mr. & Mrs. Bill Strand - m 
Karen Suchomel - d 
Marjorie Tracy - m 
Mr. & Mrs. Chris Van Dyke - m 
Mr. & Mrs. Virgilio Family - m 
Jean Weichbrodt - m 
Gale Wessel - d 
Ann Weymouth - m 
Roger Wollstadt - h 
Carol Woodward - d 

d = Donations
h = Honors
m = Memorials 
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