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The Spirit of 125



Dear Friends and Family of  
The Danish Home of Chicago: 

What does The Danish Home of 
Chicago have in common with 
the Chicago Cubs, Yosemite 
National Park, Vogue Magazine 
and the University of Chicago?

Impeccable reputations? Sure!
Avid devotees? Without question!
Consistent success? Yes!

Each of these institutions shares another 
remarkable trait. They have all met 
and surpassed their quasquicentennial 
anniversary…a landmark that is so rare and 
extraordinary, that you may not know what it 
means…in fact, the term wasn’t even coined 
until the 1960’s. Quasquicentennial is a 
125th-anniversary…125 years. Let that sink in 
for a moment.

A 125-year milestone doesn’t just happen by 
accident, coincidence or fate. It is the result 
of drive, commitment, integrity, and fortitude. 
And it can only come about because of passion, 
ethos, and tradition.

Over the past year, we’ve 
celebrated The Danish Home’s 
quasquicentennial anniversary 
through a series of special 
events, some significant 
changes, and a careful look to 
the future. 

The events have included our 
community: our residents, 

families, staff, neighbors and more. We 
have been delighted to have all of these 
constituencies celebrate our legacy with us.

Moving forward, we have plans to update 
and renovate our beautiful campus while also 
ensuring our ability to provide charitable care 
for residents who have outlived their financial 
resources.

We thank you, the friends and families of 
The Danish Home, for your unwavering support. 
And we invite you to join us as we eagerly look 
forward to our next 125 years!

Scott L. Swanson
President/CEO              
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A chance Google search, which led to a popular 
blog, introduced a New York resident to his 
family’s prestigious legacy, beyond anything 
he could have imagined. John Thorsen, Jr. of 
East Hampton, New York, fortuitously stumbled 
on The Hope Chest, a blog of The Danish 
Home of Chicago. “I Googled my great-great-
grandmother Emma Thorsen and right away, 
boom! The Hope Chest came right up!” he 
recalled. To John’s astonishment, he learned 
that Emma was the driving force behind the 
twelve founding women of The Danish Home.

Upon reading the blog, John learned that his 
great-great-grandmother Emma had emigrated 
to Chicago with her husband and five children, 
and 22 years later, led the founding of The 
Danish Home to care for aging individuals of 
Scandinavian descent. 

John and his sister Leslie, and his 16-year old 
son Miles came last year to visit The Danish 
Home, and to attend the Women’s Auxiliary 
Luncheon. He was touched by the instant 
feeling of family and moved by all he witnessed 
about the community. 

“There’s an enduring legacy of my ancestors 
in Chicago. To pull up in front of The Danish 
Home, and see this solid, impressive, brick 
building which has been on the same site since 
it was founded by my great-great-grandmother 
was amazing. To see the bronze plaque with 
our family name…it all makes me feel very 
proud of her legacy. My ancestors left a mark in 
Chicago. We were there and left a mark and did 
something positive that endures,” he said. 

POPULAR BLOG LEADS MAN 
TO CONNECT WITH HIS ANCESTORS

125

Please visit www.DanishHomeOfChicago.org/the-hope-chest

Sonia Winthers, keynote speaker, and Emma Thorsen’s descendants, Emily, John Jr. and Miles Thorsen.

years



SPIRIT OF HERITAGE
The Danish Home Women’s Auxiliary held its 
Spirit of Heritage luncheon, kicking off the 
year-long celebration of The Danish Home’s 
125th-anniversary.

SPIRIT OF FAMILY
Tivoli Gardens featured rides, live musical 
entertainment, activity tents, refreshments, and 
casino games. 

SPIRIT OF FRIENDS
Cuisine and Spirits highlighted the 
savory creations of world-renowned 
Danish chef Stig Hansen.

SPIRIT OF FUTURE
Lillejuleaften (Little Christmas Eve) was the 
culmination of the 125th-anniversary celebration. 
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Sonia Winthers, keynote speaker, and Emma Thorsen’s descendants, Emily, John Jr. and Miles Thorsen.
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THE DANISH HOME 
FOUNDATION 
From the time that The Danish Home was 
founded in 1891, its guiding principle was to 
provide the very best care for aging seniors. 
This has remained our steadfast commitment.

The Danish Home Foundation, which is the 
fundraising arm of The Danish Home, was 
launched in 2013. The Foundation carries out 
our founders’ foresight and works to ensure 
that their tradition of caring for the seniors in 
our community continues. 

The Danish Home Foundation communicates 
our mission, and coordinates fundraising as 
well as identifies and solicits gifts, bequests, 
and opportunities for estate planning. The 
Foundation’s role is crucial to the community 
as it moves forward. Funds raised through 
the work of The Danish Home Foundation 
will be used to provide charitable care for 
those eligible residents who have exhausted 
their own financial resources and for capital 
improvements at The Danish Home. 
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Tradition of Caring



THE DANISH ASSOCIATION
SELECTIVE FINANCIAL 
STATEMENT
SEPTEMBER 30, 2017

STATEMENT OF FINANCIAL POSITION:
Current assets                                                     $714,540    
Investments - Foundation                                  7,727,170
Interest in donor  
controlled perpetual trust                                  5,319,389

Property and equipment  
with other assets                                                4,021,462 

Current liabilities                                                   392,003     
Reserve for Life Care costs                                 1,683,949

STATEMENT OF ACTIVITIES:
Operating revenue from residents’ services     $3,012,336
Operating expenses                                           3,437,518
Operating - net loss                                            <425,182>
Revenues from Foundation activities (net)            181,073 
Excess of revenue over expenses                     <$244,109>

CENSUS:
Independent living                                                   15
Catered living                                                           14
Healthcare                                                                  9
                                                TOTAL                      38             

Note: Our operating fund’s net loss is a measure of  
The Danish Home’s historic charitable mission, and 
is covered by our Foundation’s investment earnings, 
contributions and bequests.

FINANCIAL SUPPORT
We depend on the generosity of 
our donors to help sustain  
The Danish Home and our 125-
year old mission of providing care 
for seniors. This helps ensure 
that we are positioned to remain 
strong for the future. More than 
ever, broad-based support is 
vital to the successful operation 
of all Foundation programs and 
activities. Please consider the 
following ways in which you can 
help support The Danish Home 
Foundation.

ANNUAL GIVING 
AND PLEDGES
We ask that these be fulfilled by 
the close of our fiscal year on 
September 20th. Pledges may be 
made over several years.

MATCHING GIFTS
These permit doubling or even 
tripling the dollar value of your 
annual gift. Please check to see if 
you or your spouse are affiliated 
with a matching gift company or 
organization.

ANNUAL CHRISTMAS APPEAL
This supports charitable care of 
our residents.

SECURITIES
Gifts of appreciated securities are 
always welcome and may offer 
significant tax advantages to the 
donor.

PLANNED GIFTS
We welcome the opportunity to 
review different planned giving 
alternatives with you. Donations 
can be made via our website at 
www.DanishHomeOfChicago.org.
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LILLEJULEAFTEN
Lillejuleaften, the Scandinavian Little Christmas 
Eve, was celebrated at the Hyatt on McDonald’s 
campus in Oak Brook on Saturday, December 
16th. The fundraiser marked the culmination of 
the year-long festivities for The Danish Home’s 
125th-anniversary.

More than 270 people attended Lillejuleaften, 
with culinary creations overseen by  
The Danish Home’s own Executive Chef Roger 

Sukhu. To the delight of the attendees, the 
menu featured Scandinavian favorites including 
roasted duck and pork, Frikadeller, rice 
pudding, gløgg and more. 

The celebration included live musical 
entertainment and a St. Lucia procession.  
More than $41,000 was raised, benefitting 
The Danish Home Foundation. 
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2017 ESSENCE AWARD
The Essence Award of The Danish Home 
Foundation was first created in 2012. The 
honor is bestowed annually on a person, 
people or organization integral to preserving 
the legacy of the Danish community through 
their commitment, compassion, caring 
and giving. 

The recipients of the 2017 Essence Award 
were Paul and the late Sharlene Roge, in honor 
of the contributions they have made to the 
greater Danish community and The Danish 
Home through their time, energy and 
financial resources.

Paul learned, from a very young age, the time-
honored Scandinavian tradition of supporting 
his Scandinavian heritage. Through the years, 
he served on the boards of countless Danish 
organizations including DAAC, Dania, Rebild, 
the Curling Club and The Danish Home.

Shar, as people fondly called her, said that she 
became an honorary Dane when she married 
Paul.  She immediately became involved 
with The Danish Home, volunteering as an 
entertainer, fundraiser, and a longtime member 
of the Sisterhood and Women’s Auxiliary. 

Perhaps the greatest legacy of Paul and Shar 
are their children Cheryl, David and Scott, 
who have picked up their parents’ passion 
for volunteerism. “The Danish Home is truly a 
home, not a facility, and we will do everything 
in our power to keep this alive and well for 
many generations to come,” said Cheryl.



CHARITABLE CARE 
In Fiscal Year 2017, The Danish Home and  
The Danish Home Foundation paid in excess of 
$425,000 in charitable care for residents who have 
outlived their financial resources. 

In 2017, The Danish Home paid a Long-Term Care 
Provider Assessment Fee of over $23,000 to the 
State of Illinois. These funds are used to support 
the Illinois Medicaid Program, which provides 
healthcare coverage to low-income families lacking 
health insurance, children who are wards of the 
State, low-income senior citizens, individuals with 
disabilities and elderly individuals receiving care in 
skilled nursing facilities. 

COMMUNITY CARE AND BEAUTIFICATION 
The Danish Home’s elegant campus has graced 
our community for generations and strives to be 
a good neighbor to the community it serves. The 
grounds and facilities are meticulously maintained 
so that neighbors and visitors can enjoy our 
beautifully landscaped, park-like atmosphere. 

VOLUNTEER DESTINATION 
Many groups and individuals are drawn to  
The Danish Home to work among our warm and 
welcoming residents. Volunteer opportunities 
include working in our salon, coordinating special 
events, serving on the Auxiliary and Board of 
Directors and more. The Danish Home facilitates 
almost 3,750 volunteer hours/year. 

We are proud of our community and welcome 
Scandinavian and other not-for-profit organizations 
to have meetings and gatherings in our home.            
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OUR 
COMMUNITY
IMPACT
The Danish Home has a long-time commitment to 
the Norwood Park Community of Chicago, which 
has been our treasured home for 125 years. We 
demonstrate our dedication to having a positive 
impact on our community, in ways that include the 
following: 



OUR GENEROUS DONORS
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GOLD SPONSOR	 			 
Peter Orum			 
				  
SILVER SPONSOR				  
Berglund Construction			 
Jerry & Shirley Andersen		
				  
125TH SPONSOR	 			 
1st Midwest Bank			
Clune & Associates
Dania Society of Chicago		
Howard Simon & Associates			 
Janice Glintborg			 
Peter Nielsen			 
Women’s Auxiliary of the Danish Home		
	
BEER SPONSOR				 
Gene and Hanne Beube			 
				  
FESTIVAL SPONSOR	 	
Paul Roge			 
				  
FLORAL SPONSOR	 	
Clifton Larson Allen			 
Danish-American Language Foundation		

GAME SPONSOR				  
Clifton Larson Allen			 
Poul’s Landscaping & Nursery, Inc	
Heart Basket sponsor			 
Gene and Hanne Beube			 
				  
RESIDENT SPONSOR	 			 
Danish American Athletic Club	
	
HONORS	 			 
Lars and Bente Ramsmussen 
40th Anniversary

MEMORIALS			 
Memory of  Bob Vashinko 		
Memory of Andy & June Frostholm 		
Memory of Anthon Bang 		
Memory of Benta Rae 		
Memory of Betty Svendsen 		
Memory of Dane Ronvik 		
Memory of Ditte Eriksen 		
Memory of Dorothy Hauerberg 		
Memory of Dr. Erik Larson 		
Memory of Erichard E. Hellyer 			 
Memory of Erving Jensen 		

Memory of Hans Petersen 		
Memory of James Mosby 		
Memory of Jenny Jensen 		
Memory of Jimmy Sorensen 			 
Memory of K. Lapointe Peterson 			 
Memory of Karen Pedersen 			 
Memory of Kittie Peteson 		
Memory of Kreston & Robert Steffensen 
anniversary 		
Memory of Lydia Henson 		
Memory of Mary Eskelson 		
Memory of Mary McCracken 			 
Memory of Pauline Jensen & Elsie Drumm 		
Memory of Peder Kirkegard 			 
Memory of Sherlene Roge 		
Memory of Solvieg Pedersen & Einer 
Callisen 		
Memory of Walter Egebergh 		
Memory of Yernz Mason 			 
	
	

$100,000 AND OVER		  1	
				  
$10,000 TO $99,999		  5	
				  
$5,000 TO $9,999		  5	
				  
$1,000 TO $4,999 		  37	
				  
$500 TO $999			   28	
				  
$200 TO $499			   37	
				  
$100 TO $199			   95
				  
$99 AND BELOW		  168

1st Midwest Bank	
Abu-Gheida, Cindy	
Almada, Derek	
Andersen, Arne and Dolores	
Andersen, Jerry & Shirley	
Andersen, John	
Andersen, Jorgen and Donna 	
Andersen, Neil C. and Cindy	
Andersen, Per and Kathe	
Anderson, Carl and Lillia	
Anderson, Jeffrey J. and Cheryl	
Anonymous	
Awes, Joel	
Bach, Margo 	
Bach, Thomas	
Baelum, Erik E. and Yelva	
Baelum, Holger and Judi	
Bagger, Edward J.	

Bancroft, Milanne	
Bang, Bruce	
Bang, Inga	
Bang, Ron and Nancy	
Barnes, Wayne and Anna	
Barr, Alison	
Baumbuch, Emil	
Beck, Marion	
Berg, Paul	
Berglund Construction, 	
Bergstrom, Virginia	
Best, Warren F.	
Beube, Gene and Hanne 	
Billman, Steven 	
Bjornson Ladies Auxiliary	
Bladt, Edward and Bente	
Bloemker, Mary	
Bogehegn, Jens and Cara 	
Bogehegn, Per and Nora 	
Bo-Hansen, Ingeborg	
Borsheim, Oystein	
Borsheim, Thor	
Boserup, Inger-Lise	
Boyd, Lois 	
BP Foundation Inc.	
Bramsen, James	
Brennan, William 	
Brogadir, Robert 	
Bruynseels, Leo and Louise E.	
Bryan, Lonnie	
Burmeister, Mary
Camardo, Joann
Canapary, Robert 
Carell, Judy H

Carlsen, Folmer
Carr, Keith
Cederlund, Diane
Christensen, Carl and Karen 
Christensen, Carlo
Christensen, Howard
Christensen, James H. and Joy
Christensen, Knud and Grethe
Christensen, Marna
Christensen, Robert and Alyce 
Christensen, Willy H.
Christensen Financial Group, LLC
Christiansen, Carl and Jean 
Chuhak & Tecson, P.C.
Clausen, John
Cleveland, Gene
Clifton Larson Allen
Clune & Associates
Conference Solutions
Covey, Elisa 
Cox, Andy 
Craig, Richard
Crowle, James and Janet 
Crump, Gail
Cynthia Chow & Assoc.
Damoff, Roanne 
Dania Ladies Society
Dania Society of Chicago
Danish American Athletic Club
Danish Brotherhood Lodge #35
Danish National Committee of Chicago
Danish Old Settlers Society
Danish Pioneer Newspaper
Danish Sisterhood Dagmar Lodge #4

DONOR LIST
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Danish-American Language 
Foundation
DaSanBiagio, Michael
Davis, Edward
DeLassus, Paul and Kathryn
Delort, John and Nancy
Diamond, Greg
Diessel, Inger-Lise
Dolan, Geraldine 
Dosse, Sonja
Douglas, Anne Marie
Doyle, Diane
Dwyer, Karyl	
Edwards, Alice	
Egeland, Robert 	
Ekstrom, Nils and Nancy	
Eriksen, Danuta	
Everett, Curtis	
Fay, Ruth Ann	
Felber, Raymond and Karen
Feldy, Phyllis
Fichtner, Fred J. and Geraldine
Fischer, Helge
Fox, Myra 	
Franden, Robert and Cynthia
Freund, Kirsten
Fribley, Joseph
Frink, Karen E.
Frostholm, Drew	
Frostholm, Glenn and Sally	
Gaona, Barbara	
Garderforening,
Mellemstaternes
Gaynes, Randy	
Gillig, Michael	
Giuliano, Nancy	
Glattes, Sally	
Glintborg, Chris and Jan	
Glintborg, Janice	
Goetz, Kenneth 	
Gould, James and Pearl 	
Gregory, Mary	
Grisamore, Jr., Thomas	
Grizzel, James and Yvonne	
Grudzien, Gregory and Ina	
Guerino, Mary Ellen 	
Gustafson, Charles	
Gustafson, Milton and Margaret
Hackett, Susan	
Hankins, Nena 	
Hansen, Bonnie	
Hansen, Charles E. and Emma 
Hansen, Olaf 
Hansen Interiors, 	
Hansen Mendez, Kristie	
Hanson, David	
Harrison, Douglas	
Hauerrberg, Paul B.	
Haxager, Christine	
Haxager-Kunze, Susan	
Haynes, Brian and Sandi	
Heggem, Karen M.	
Heidemann, Stan and Kathy
Hellyer, Edith	
Henning, Amy 	
Henriksen, Harry 	
Hewitt, Fawn	
Hoexter, James A. and Julia
Hoexter, JoanHolfels, Michael 

and Ellen
Hoppe, Ronald B. 	
Howard Simon & Associates, 
Hoyer, Harvey J. and Jacqueline
Hultman, Nina 	
Hunter, Vern and Diann	
Sindberg, Ole and Eva 	
Inman, Dixie	
Iversen, Herta 	
Ivy, Lea
Ivy Marketing Group	
Jackman, Joan	
Jacobsen, Therese	
James River Insurance Group
Janz, Kimberly
Jensen, Erik and Bebsie	
Jensen, Erik H. and Patricia A. 
Jensen, Erving and Beverly
Jensen, Ole and Elaine 	
Jensen, Richard
Jensen, Tor D. and Jeanett	
Jeppesen, Lynda
Johnson, Arthur and Nancy
Johnson, R. Don and Lois	
Jorgensen, Glenn E.	
Jorgensen, Ib	
Jorgensen, Paul A.	
Judycki, II, Richard	
Keller, Katrine	
Killingback, Don & Kim	
Kim, Tony
Kingwill, Arlin	
Kissinger, Joyce 	
Kjeldbjerg, Dan and Wendy
Kjeldbjerg, Paul and Margit 
Klawitter, Gregory	
Klotz, Roger	
Knudsen, Niels	
Knutson, Rev. Dr. Karen	
Kolar, Mark
Kolsrud, Kelly	
Kraatz, Elaine	
Kramme, Erik and Ruth 	
Kraus, Norman and Joyce	
Kremer, Charles	
Kristen Jorgensen Trust	
Krueger, Elaine	
Krueger, Julie	
Kummerow, Harriet E.	
Kunze, Susan	
Kyrk, David and Anny	
Lars & Bente Ramsmussen 40th 
Anniversary	
Lang, Henry and Judy	
Langseth, David J. and Carol M. 
LaPointe-Crump, Janice	
Larson, Carol
Laursen, Jorgen and Nijole
Laux, Dianne	
Lee, John O.	
Lidecki, Jozef 	
Lind, Charles	
Logan, Linda	
Losser, Harriet J.	
Luzio, Martha	
Madsen, Ed	
Malloy, Thomas and Sabine
Maschke, Solveig	
Mason, Joan	

Matosky, Paul	
McAvoy, Don and Carol	
McKay, Janice	
Mehl, Constance	
Michaels, Kenneth and Carol 
Michelsen, Jesper & Hanne
Mickey, David	
Mickey, John	
Miller, Gail	
Mogensen, Nils & Charlotte
Molgaard, John	
Montana, Lori 	
Morgan, Bradford R. and Vicki
Mortensen, Jorgen	
Nefeldt, Dennis and Jane	
Newman, Janet	
Nielsen, Ellen 	
Nielsen, Eric	
Nielsen, Eric O. and Ruth	
Nielsen, Jens and Jette
Nielsen, John P.			 
Nielsen, Judith			 
Nielsen, Kenneth			
Nielsen, Krista			 
Nielsen, Leif		
Nielsen, Peter			 
Nielsen, Peter K.			 
Nielsen, Richard			 
Nielsen, Robert E. and Arleen	
Nordtorp, Arne 			 
Nussle, Mark and Lori	
Nyby, Folmer and Vera		
Nyby, Kai and Starr		
O & H Danish Bakery		
Ohlson, Thomas			 
Olberg, Lowell			 
Olesen, Mikael & Lea		
Olsen’s Danish Village Bakery	
Olson, Luanne			 
Olson, Sue			 
Orum, Irma			 
Orum, Peter			 
Orum Keller, Christa		
Ostreko, Diana			 
Osuch, Elsie			 
Palmert, Mary			 
Paulson, Willard 			 
Peckskamp, Holly			
Pedersen, Niels V.		
Pedersen, Paul F.			 
Pedersen, Vaughn and Kirsten	
Pedersen Company		
Peters, Judith			 
Petersen, Dennis			 
Petersen, Donald and Alice	
Petersen, Mette		
Peterson, Mary Jane		
Peterson, Tom 			 
Petri, John			 
Piccirillo & O’Connor, Inc.		
Polcyn, Virginia			 
Portenlanger, Betty		
Porter, Kate			 
Poul’s Landscaping & Nursery, 
Inc.			 
Putnam, Karen			 
Raabe, Jeffrey J.			 
Radlowski, Richard	
	

Rasmussen, Gordon E. and 
Virginia L.
Rasmussen, Lars and Bente 	
Rasmussen, Lynette		
Rasmussen, Mr. & Mrs. Johni 	
Rasmussen, Robert 		
Rasmussen, Warren and Nancy	
Richards, Suzanne		
Rider, Philip A. and Jane		
Riordan, Jerry and Sally		
Roge, Paul		
Roge, Paul E. and Sharlene 	
Roge, Scott and Irene		
Ronning, Julian		
Ronvik, Richard		
Rosenberg, Jack		
Rowe, Ken 		
Rundo, J. and Katrine		
Sanchez, George and Janice	
Sarno, Judith		
Schenkel, Dave		
Schmidt, Dale A. 		
Schopf, Joyce 		
Schroeder, Barbara		
Schrom, Marilyn		
Schuh, Susan P.		
Schulte, Virginia		
Serafini, Janice		
Sivertsen, Lynn 		
Sjorslev, Martha		
Smits, Johannes and Kathi		
Sorrensen, Esther		
Sorensen, Mark and Mary		
Sorensen-Matosky, Ruth		
Stamos, Darlene	
Stangeland, Lois 	
Stasell, Barbara	
Stavnem, Roger	
Steffensen, Elsa 	
Steine, June	
Stewart, Barbara	
Stolfa - Rowe, Ellen	
Stoner, Mary S. 	
Thain, Mr. & Mrs. Gerald	
The Chatham Group, LLC, 	
Torske, Eivind	
Vange, Lissi	
Vashinko, Carol	
Vinci, David and Bente	
Vistisen, Christian	
Wallin, Fred	
Wegener, Donald	
Werth, Bill and Birgit	
Weyde, Arthur	
Wheeler, Joann	
Whitcomb McKechnie, 
Nike 	
Wilde, Eva 	
Witz, Sally	
Wodka, Louis E. and Suzanne	
Wojack, Kim & Bruce	
Women’s Auxiliary of the Danish 
Home	
Woodward, Carol	
Yoder, John	
Yon, Linda K. Yon	
Zajac, Jennifer			 
		



5656 N. Newcastle Ave.
Chicago, IL 60631
 (773) 775-7383

 contact@DanishHomeOfChicago.org
 DanishHomeOfChicago.org

  facebook.com/danishhomechicago


